
He’s the Vine – We’re the Branches 
 

The Holy Spirit produces fruit in our lives: love, peace, joy, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control (Galatians 5:22). Like grapes that are still attached to the 

vine, we as the fruit of Christ will only grow and be nourished 

when we are attached to The Vine.  

Jesus says, “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 

you can do nothing” (John 15:5).  With Jesus we are healthy. 

Apart from Jesus, detached from The Vine, we wither and die.  

Being attached to The Vine—Jesus Christ—is the only way in 

which we will bear fruit, both in our personal lives and as a 

church. We need to maintain our nourishment from the source of 

life so that we will produce the fruit in which Paul writes about in 

his letter to the Galatians.  

When we bear fruit as a church, when our fruit is ripe and ready 

to be harvested, the world will notice. By being loving, peaceful 

and joyful to our neighbors, as we’re patient and kind to those that 

may not deserve it, when we practice self-control during times of 

temptation, and when we trust our faith in God, the power and 

authority of Jesus Christ will flow through us and demonstrate His 

grace.  

It is my hope and prayer that we as the Church will continue to 

grow from The Vine so that we may produce fruit for His kingdom. 

- Pastor Chris  

 

The Vine 
 

February 10 
Pasty Bake Sale 

February 14 
Ash Wednesday Service 

February 15 
OWLS 

February 24 
Comedy Night 

February 25 
Community Lunch 

March 10 
Pasty Bake Sale 

March 15 
OWLS 

March 25 
Community Lunch 

March 31 
Easter Egg Hunt 
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Being the Church Marked by Christ-likeness. 



Have we ever stopped and asked our 
children what they would like to see 
happen at church? Have we ever 
asked them where money for mission 
should go or what projects they’d like 
to be involved in? Are we doing a 
good job of teaching them the im-
portance of giving financially to the 
church? 
 
All of these questions have prompted 
a new ministry project that began this    
January: Coins for Kids. During wor-
ship, at the conclusion of the          
children’s message, the children take 
an offering plate around the           
congregation and accept change. 
(Children are also encouraged to 
bring their own coins for this offering.) 
This money is then taken with them to 
Sunday School where it is placed into 
a 5-gallon water jug. Sometime during 
the end of spring the money will be 
counted.  
 
The children will then choose where 
the money will be used. It could be for 
an existing ministry or project, it could 
be used to help someone in the 
church or community, or it could be 
used for something completely new. 
We’re all excited to see where the 
Spirit will lead them! Thank you for 
supporting this new ministry.  

Coins for Kids 

What We Believe 

“Although good works, which are the 

fruits of faith, and follow after 

justification, cannot put away our sins, 

and endure the severity of God’s 

judgment; yet are they pleasing and 

acceptable to God in Christ, and spring 

out of a true and lively faith, insomuch 

that by them a lively faith may be as 

evidently known as a tree is discerned 

by its fruit.”  

Article X—Of Good Works,  
The Article of Religion of the Methodist 

Church from The Book of Discipline of the 
United Methodist Church, 2016, ¶104 

JOHN WESLEY SAID 
 

“Catch on fire with               

enthusiasm and people will 

come for miles to watch you 



Ministry Celebrations 

 Breakfast and Photos with 

Santa - over 120 children 

and adults were delighted to 

enjoy a breakfast buffet that 

included eggs, home fries, 

bacon, French toast, 

pancakes, sausage gravy 

and biscuits , and 

casseroles. Santa joined the 

fun as every family was 

welcome to get their picture 

taken. Afterwards children 

were able to bake 

Christmas cookies, make 

ornaments, play bean bag 

toss, and be silly in the 

photo booth. A jolly time 

was had by all at this free 

community event!  

 Operation Christmas 

Child - 35 boxes were 

filled with toys and 

household items and 

sent overseas to needy 

children!  

 Christmas Eve -  three 

worship services were 

held and the combined 

attendance was 197 as 

the birth of Christ was 

celebrated. 

 Community Lunch - 

attendance has 

increased each month 

(mostly because of the 

delicious food). On 

Christmas Eve 

roasted turkey 

and all the 

trimmings were 

served to over 

100 people.  

 

 “Survival Kit for 

Police” - organized by 

our Women’s Monday 

Morning Bible Study kits 

that included treats were 

delivered to our local 

police departments.  

 Bangor Firefighter’s 

Memorial Service - On 

Sunday, January 14th 

the annual service was 

held at First UMC. In 

addition, the Bell Choir 

played beautifully.  

Every Communion Sunday (the first Sunday of 
each month) we are bringing our cans of soup to 
church as an offering to God. Through four 
months we’ve collected, and donated to the local 
food bank, 390 cans of soup. Our monthly goal is 
to donate 100 cans of soup. We’re hopeful that 
we’ll donate our 500th can of soup after 
February’s Communion. Keep up the good work!  

CANNED COMMUNION 

Volunteers for Breakfast and 
Photos with Santa 

Santa enjoying a walk 
in snow.  



John 15:5 

I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in 
me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me 

you can do nothing. 
  

Comedy Night 

Are you looking for an evening of 
laughter and fun? Of course you are! 
Then come over to Ellis Roberts Hall 
at First UMC on Saturday, February 
24th. We’re welcoming renowned 
Christian comedian, Al Smith, and 
special guest, Derrick Watson, to our 
stage. Tickets are only $10 and can 
be purchased at the church office, 
thrift store, or on our website. 
Tickets will also be sold at the door. 
Free childcare is available for 
children under 8 years of age. Light 
refreshments will be served. Doors 
open at 5:30, show begins at 6:00. 
Any questions, see Pastor Chris. 
Come join the fun!  Our Thrift Store is being revitalized! 

By the power of the Holy Spirit 
breathing life into our church 
volunteer’s lungs, the store is getting 
a bit of a makeover.  
The store now has a more open feel 
with a bit of reorganization, and a little 
elbow grease; all of which have the 
store looking great again! Please stop 
by and let us know what you think.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As an expression of Jesus Christ’s 
love for us, the mission of the First 
United Methodist Church Thrift 
Store is to provide gently-used 
clothing, furniture, and houseware 
items at an affordable price for our 
community.  

Thrift Store  

www.FirstUMCBangor.com 

First UMC’s float, “Now Showing: The 
Greatest Story Ever Told,” took 2nd place in 

the Bangor Halloween Parade. 


